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Introduction: The present study discusses the economy of the crime following empirical evidence 
extracted from a case study in selected prison establishments from Rio Grande do Sul, which are, 
Presídio Central (Porto Alegre); Penitenciária Estadual Feminina (Guaíba); Penitenciária Estadual de 
Arroio dos Ratos and Penitenciária Feminina Madre Pelletier (Porto Alegre). 
Methods: Presents two basic characteristics: 1) it is a case study; 2) carries a qualitative study profile 
analyzing the frequency of the answers given by the surveyed. These characteristics are related to the 
main objectives for an understanding of the economy of the crime, following primary data obtained 
via survey/interview with inmates from the aforenamed facilities, whose felonies were derived from 
economic crimes (for instance, drug dealing, robbery/burglary, etc.) In this sense, the direct contact 
of the researcher with the interviewed enabled the utmost exploration of the theme, in order to obtain 
not only the underlying data to the questionnaire application, but also the feeling of the respondent 
(once it allows bigger flexibility by providing the adjustment to the most diverse kinds of problem 
and informers, deepened, if necessary, in specific queries, making it possible for the researcher to 
detect information beyond the answers). The average duration to each interview was about 40 
minutes. 131 inmates were interviewed (28% women and 72% men). The sample holds a 91,43% 
degree of reliance and it is a representative sampling, from the probabilistic perspective, from the 
total of inmates of the State of Rio Grande do Sul in 2017. The field research was carried out in the 
first semester of 2017 (by Pery Shikida, Marcia Regina Godoy, Giácomo Balbinotto Neto, Luiz 
Marcelo Berger, to what they were all properly trained). It has also received endorsement of the 
Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq), also the due authorization 
of the Superintendência dos Serviços Penitenciários (SUSEPE-RS) and the administration of the 
selected prison establishments, as well as the Brigada Militar – in the Presídio Central (Porto Alegre) 
case. In specific occasions, the approval of the criminal organizations (also named “factions”) of Rio 
Grande do Sul was requested.  
Results: As main results, the majority of the interviewed was juvenile, white, single, from Rio Grande 
do Sul and deriving from the urban environment. As to religion means, most of them considered 
themselves Catholics, although only few were actually exercisers. The education level focused on the 
primary school, being the crime engagement the great reason for leaving school, item that overtakes 
the need to contribute with the family income. Mostly, the inmates lived with their own families. 
Nevertheless, a fraction of these inmates had a wretched example of crime (from parents, relatives, 
siblings, etc.) inside their families. Another notorious characteristic was the great number of 
dismantled marital relationships.  
The most present crimes divided, with little percentage difference, amid robbery and drug traffic. The 
recurrence, on this context, was huge (79%). On these criminal practices, armed action and 
partnerships were frequent. The main reasons that converted the interviewees into illicit activities 
were: the idea of easy profit, the triplet greed/ambition/acquisitiveness and keeping their status; 
answers like sustaining the addiction costs, “friends” luring, and financial troubles appeared 
frequently too. 
Police and the snitch (known as “rats”) action was pointed out as the great factors for illicit activities 
to fail. However, although this failure, meaning their arrestment, for 63% of the interviewees, the 
illicit activity’s economic benefit overcame the operational cost, being profitable and advantageous 
its illegal attitude, according to the prisoners' words, is emphasized. 
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Other results of this research: most of the surveyed do not believe on the Brazilian judiciary system 
(63%); 58% believe the average lifetime of a criminal is less than 23 years. According to the age of 
criminal responsibility on 18 years old, 73% said that it stimulates criminal practices before that age, 
and 79% agree with the reduction of the criminal responsibility age for 16 years old, on heinous 
crimes (raping, serious body lesion followed by murder, wrongful homicides). 
Regarding the actions that could be done to diminish the economic nature crimes, the interviewees 
quoted the importance of investing in education and more jobs (properly paid) as a way to reduce the 
economic crimes. Striving for resocializing the prisoners, the surveyed highlighted the need of more 
job opportunities, religious study and practice inside prison, the need for improvements on their 
treating/structure/system; and more resocialization measures. 
Conclusion: Essentially, it corroborates the rational choice of the criminal agent theory, that assess 
the costs and benefits arising from their illicit activity. Therefore, the act of criminality was a rational 
individual decision, resulting from their perception of the costs and benefits consequential to this 
activity.  
It must be said that, as an insight of this study, the relation between cost and benefit expected was 
rather explicit to the responders, in other words, to most inmates the economic feedback were bigger 
than the costs of migrating to crime, meaning that the crime is, unfortunately, compensating. 
Nonetheless, the goal of society must be making the average profit of a criminal entrepreneur null 
and/or enhancing the risk to this activity. The results suggest the fragility of the three great moral 
clogs (family, religion and school) to the interviewed, which migrate to illegal activities mainly 
because of this fragility. For this purpose, this society must improve its restraining crime actions, 
restore this trivet, expand the job offering (that offers remuneration capable of reducing the 
probability of migrating to criminal activity as well) and, from a bigger perspective, a better 
articulation of the police and judicial devices, strengthening the institutions related to crime, directly 
or indirectly.  
Last but not least, in order to deal with the criminality matter in Rio Grande do Sul and Brazilian 
society, it makes necessary obtaining primary reliable data, accurate and rugged. Therefore, this 
groundbreaking research, which is still in course, it’s a first and crucial step towards formulating 
public politics based on evidence. Thus, it constitutes a small but important contribution, especially 
methodologically, aiming at understanding economic crimes in the Brazilian context, particularly the 
Rio Grande do Sul one. Thereby, it’s hoped for this epilogue to become a prologue for future studies 
that develop and make more robust the conclusions about crime, and more effective the public politics 
in this field.  


